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Mr. Co-Facilitator, 

As we have noted before, we are reasonably satisfied with the first cut of the Declaration 
contained in your zero draft as a good basis for discussions.  

As the framing and introduction of the Post-2015 Development Agenda, the Declaration 
should naturally and first and foremost, speak to and be honest to the substantive parts of 
the agenda contained in the SDGs and sections on means of implementation and review and 
follow-up. A ‘coherence check’ of the Declaration with the report of the OWG containing the 
SDGs should therefore be a continuous yardstick. 

We have already spoken of the centrality of the overarching objective of ending poverty 
and hunger and the importance of reaffirmation of the principle of common but 
differentiated responsibilities. We hope these will continue to be maintained in the 
outcome document going forward.  

The affirmation of the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities should be in 
the context of its application as an overarching principle for the entire agenda and not 
limited to any one element.  

Mr. Co-Facilitator, 

It would be a grave omission not to refer to the World Summit outcome document of 2005 
in this political declaration. It was adopted at the level of our Heads of State and 
Government exactly a decade ago and is a landmark document. We would request that it be 
referenced along with other important documents and declarations. 

We would also find it remiss if through this declaration world leaders do not pronounce 
themselves on the urgent imperative of reform of global governance, in particular the 
institutions responsible for maintenance of peace and security. Especially since Peace is 
one of the five main themes now for this document, it is important that the important ideal 
of enhancing the legitimacy and representativeness of institutions of global governance 
responsible for maintaining peace, including the UN Security Council be unequivocally 
affirmed in the Declaration. 

 

 



Mr. Co-Facilitator, 

My delegation strongly supports a strong and visionary statement in the Declaration on 
Gender equality and empowerment of women. We agree with Australia that gender 
inequality is the most pervasive form of discrimination. Gender equality and empowerment 
is not only a central objective in its own right, it is also a fundamental enabler to achieve 
sustainable development. We particularly applaud the reference in the Zero draft to the 
undeniable fact that the achievement of full human potential and of sustainable 
development is not possible if one half of humanity continues to be denied its rights and 
opportunities. 

Mr. Co-Facilitator, 

Like several others, we are curious and surprised with the inclusion of the phrase 
‘historical responsibilities of all states’ in connection with climate change. We can only 
surmise that this is a typographical error and easily amended by changing ‘all states’ to 
‘developed countries’. In fact, we would consider this change to be extremely important. 

We do not

In the new template, we strongly agree that we all have ‘common’ responsibilities, but 
these responsibilities are necessarily ‘differentiated’. 

 support the inclusion of the concept of ‘shared responsibilities’ in para 29. The 
reference to this value in the Millennium Declaration was in the context of the Millennium 
Development Goals which represented an entirely different and partial view of 
development, quite unlike the integrated and comprehensive vision of sustainable 
development that we are now adopting. 

The reference to migration need not be a negative one. The spirit of globalization rests on 
the mobility and flow of human resources, of people. A clear recognition that international 
migration is a win-win opportunity in an increasingly interconnected world must underpin 
our approach to deal with it. 

Mr. Co-Facilitator, 

Emphasis on robust and sustained economic growth and universal access to energy is 
relatively weak in the text. Growth is the cornerstone of the SDGs and without sustained 
economic growth in developing countries, the lofty objectives that we have set for 
ourselves in this agenda will simply be unattainable.  

Likewise, energy access is a fundamental prerequisite for sustainable development and 
speaks directly to most if not all the goals. Therefore a strong affirmation of the objective of 
attaining universal energy access from all sources as a critical developmental priority must 
be underscored in the Declaration. 



The reference to changing unsustainable consumption patterns is also relatively 
underemphasized in the Declaration. We would like this emphasis strengthened. As we 
have said several times before, consumption linked with lifestyles is the holy grail of 
sustainability. Without urgent changes in lifestyles in developed countries, our collective 
ambition of achieving sustainable development will remain elusive. This section also needs 
to acknowledge, as G77 has emphasized, the need for developed countries to take the lead 
in this endeavor. 

We like the way para 19 is drafted, in particular its reference to respecting national policies 
and priorities and providing adequate policy space for economic growth to developing 
countries. 
 
The global partnership must be referenced as a partnership between the governments of 
developed and developing countries, complemented by the engagement and support of 
other stakeholders. In para 13, instead of saying that these goals transcend the traditional 
North-South divide, we should say that these goals apply equally to both developed and 
developing countries alike 

We will present more views and comments during the course of the session. 

I thank you. 

 

***** 

 


